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Women's Rights Are Human Rights
Dispelling the Special
Rights Myth
MOLLYMEAD
,,-,ite NGO Forum on Women in Beijing,

.l which took place alongside the United
Nations Fourth World Conference on
Women, was a gathering of over 30,000
women and men from 185 countries to discuss the advancement of women. One goal
of the NGO Forum was to lobby the U.N.
meeting and influence the Platform for Action, the document on women's rights that
was produced by the U.N. conference. But
by far, the greater purpose of the NGO Forum was an international exchange on the
issues that affect women's lives and strategies to address those. issues.
One of the central ideas put forth at the
NGO Forum on Women is that women's
rights are human rights. When I first heard
the phrase I paid little attention. Another ·
statement of the obvious, I thought, a
good slogan for a banner. Since I have returned from the Forum I have thought
much more reflectively about the idea that
women's rights are human rights. I have
come to the conclusion that the statement
is quite profound -- potentially a radical
transformation in how we view the rights
of women in the world. The statement provi des an exciting new vision for the
women's movement -- a vision that was put
into practice (at least partially) at the Forum.
First, the statement declares that what
Vol. 4, #9

Women gather at an anti-imperialist demonstration at the NGO Forum on Women. Photo
by Molly Mead

women deserve is what all people deserve.
Since Humans - Women = Men, the statement says that the rights of men are the
rights of women. By not phrasing the statement in that way it also says that the rights
of women are the rights of humans.
Women, in other words, deserve what everyone deserves. This relocates women's
rights from being a marginal issue, a "special" interest to being at the center of rights
that any civil society would want to grant.
One possible reaction to the decision
to equate women with humanity is that the
originators of the statement were avoiding
a direct confrontation with men. I want to
offer a different interpretation. Whether the
phrasing was a strategic calculation or not,
RESIST Newsletter

it is quite useful. In the work I do in the
United States (making the case to philanthropic foundations for the need for programs for women and girls) I am stymied
by the response I often receive. Program
officers in foundations regularly tell me that
I am advocating for a narrow "special interest." They also tell me that they are concerned by the proliferation of narrow, special interest groups. Their strategy (intended or not) is powerful in the ways it
limits my actions. Even if the program officers concede my logic and evidence are
correct about the ways women and girls
are not fully served by coeducational procontinued on page five
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Goodbye, But Not Farewell
NANCY WECHSLER

A fter nine and one-half years ofworkJ-\.ing at Resist, it will be hard to leave
my position as fund raiser and bookkeeper.
I look forward to continuing to work as a
board member over the coming years and
to having more time to spend with my family. Working here has been one of the best
jobs I have ever had. It has allowed me to
learn new skills and be involved with a
group of board members highly committed
to politics and process. It has always been
the board, what I learned at board meetings, the very concrete tasks of my job,
and the knowledge that raising money
makes a difference, that kept me at my job
all these years.
When I came to Resist in 1986, our maximum grant was $600, and that year we gave
out only $35,985. We shared a Tandy computer with Dollars and Sense as well as
Radical America. Since then we have given
out more money each year. We raised our
grant ceiling first to $800, then to $1000. In
1994 we gave out almost $150,000. We expect to give out about that much this year.
I leave my staff position with Resist finally
having two 486 computers, a laser jet printer,
and a dot matrix printer. We have the capability to go on-line, and we share a fax with
Dollars and Sense. (When we realized how
much grant money we have given out to
groups to upgrade their computer equipment, we decided it might be time for us to
upgrade ours as well!)
While we at Resist grapple with the
changes in the U.S. political scene-- at least
we grapple with it together. No one on the
board feels they know the answer to the
question "What is to be done?" But we
have wonderful discussions about what organizing might be most useful at this time.
The groups we fund are different than the
ones funded years ago, and as funding
sources tighten up around the country, we
find ourselves getting proposals from
groups that would not have applied to us
before. We try to make our funding decisions based on what we feel will work now,
what will be effective now, what work is
really organizing-- rather than just talking
to the already converted.
In these conservative times, working at
Resist has given me the opportunity to
know that there is still a lot of good, imporPage 2

people from all over the
country. Your letters, notes,
comments, and phone calls
were a big part of what made
my job satisfying. And I am
not talking about your
money (which, of course, is
central to our work). I am
talking about the human
face you put on our database. Your letters of appreciation, your questions and
your challenges always
made me think, changed the
way I did many things, and
were enjoyable and provocative. With some of you
I got into long dialogues.
Nancy Wechsler (right) and Resist Board member Fran
Others wrote only once or
White at a demonstration. Photo by Julie Matthaei
twice. You wrote to us
about what was happening in your towns,
tant work going on: in local communities,
what was happening with your lives at a
on college campuses, in big cities and rural
given moment, your travels. You never hesiareas; work that the mainstream media
would like to pretend is not happening;
work to resist government actions the maincontinued on page six
stream media does not report on. As the
fund raiser for Resist, I have had to ask
myself each year "why should people give
to Resist and not just to local or national
groups they ~lready know about?" I had
to know for myself that Resist made a difference and was not just creating a middle
conduit for money that groups needed.
Each year that went by, I became firmer in
my belief of the importance of Resist, and
the few other foundations like it. We hear
about groups that do not get to send out
ILLEGITIMATE AUTHORITY
. mailin~ to you because their budgets are
1iffr"-~ ~-,J ~ "'1ce "67
too small to allow it. We do outreach to get
For information and grant guidelines, write to:
RESIST, One Summer St., Somerville, MA 02143
them to apply. We call references to see
how effective the group has been in the
The Resist Newsletter is published ten times
past, how needed their proposed project
a year by RESIST, Inc., One Summer Street,
Somerville, MA02143, (617) 623-5110. The
is. And in addition to our grants program,
views expressed in articles, other than ediwe put out our own newsletter, which is
torials, are those of the authors and do not
one of the best read progressive publicanecessarily represent the opinions of the
tions still printing. I know it is well read
RESIST staff or board.
because I know how many people and
RESIST Staff:
Robin Carton
groups receive it, and I have read the many
Betsy Keats
comments we get back about each issue
Carol Schachet
that goes out. And at a time when so many
Nancy Wechsler
progressive publications have folded, I
think Resist's Newsletter plays an imporNewsletter Editor: Carol Schachet
Printing:
Red Sun Press
tant role in keeping political discussion
alive.
Printed on Recycled Paper
Our donors and supporters gave me a
wonderful opportunity to get to know

-•n
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Notes from Resist's New Staff
ROBIN CARTON
T come to Resist with a background
Jin both grassroots political organizing

There are few opportunities available to
work with an organization like Resist and
to actually participate in funding activist
organizing and educational work. I feel fortunate to find myself in such a position
and look forward to working closely with
the broad network of groups working for
peace and social justice.

CAROLSCHACHET
A fter a brief hiatus studying theology
J-\and public policy at Harvard Divinity
School, I am eager to return to the social
change arena. My work here will concentrate on fund raising and editing the Resist
Newsletter.
Since you will be reading a lot from me
in the upcoming years it's only fair to tell
you a little about myself. I am an organizer
with background in both urban and Central American activism. Prior to divinity
school I worked as an organizer for ACORN
in Boston and New York, and with Sojourners and Witness for Peace in Washington,
DC. Here in Boston I'm part of the Gay,
Lesbian & Bisexual Speaker's Bureau and
play a mean 3rd base for the Fens Fatales
softball team.
Over the next several months I hope to
begin a more personal relationship with as
many Resist-ers as I can. I welcome your
phone calls and letters.
This is my first attempt to publish on
desktop the Resist Newsletter. I have relied heavily on the patient assistance of
Marc Miller, a new Resist Board member
and PageMaker wizard. In addition to saving us money I hope a homemade-but-professional Newsletter will open more room
for timely articles and creative feedback.
In the weeks and months to come I hope
to hear from many of you. And as the years
unfold I envision Resist funding more and
more trouble-making, rabble rousing, and
absolutely essential groups.

and law. For 10 years I was employed in the
fields of child care and education. During
this time, I worked extensively with organizations dedicated to economic justice for
working families. More recently, after attending law
school, I was a
litigator, involved
in civil rights and
employment law
struggles. By coming to work at Resist, I believe I will
be able to combine
my commitmentto
social justice, my
organizing background and my
political experience with grassroots political
movements.
I first became
aware of Resist
and supported its
work in 1982. At
that time I was involved in a wide
range of organizing projects with
groups including, Carol Schachet (left) and Robin Carton at the Resist office. Photo
but not limited to: by Nancy Wechsler
the Women's Pentagon Action (WPA), Women's
Peace Encampment, and the Cambridge/Somerville Child Care Alliance. During that time, and in the
following years, I produced leaflets, participated in bulk mailings,
186 Hampshire St., Cambridge, MA 02139
organized rallies, wrote grant pro(617) 876-5310
posals, engaged in civil disobedi0
ence and attended interminable
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 10am-8pm
meetings.
SATURDAY: 10am-6pm SUNDAY: 12 noon-6pm
Throughout this period, Resist
played an important role in proFULL MAIL ORDER SERVICES AVAILABLE
viding critical funding for some
of these organizations which significantly increased their ability to
organize effectively. As a result, I
know the kind of difference a Resist grant can make to organizations working for social change.

CELEBRATING
20 YEARS!

••••••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••••••

NewWords

AWomen's Bookstore
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Not Even a Special Interest Group
FAHAMISHAPATRICIABROWN

I

traveled with 13 women of the New England Black Women's International Outreach Team (NEB WIOT!) to Beijing, China,
to participate in the NGO Forum on women.
NEBWIOT! (which in the Senegalese language of Wolof means "fantastic") was
formed to facilitate attendance and participation by Black women from the United
States in international meetings and
events. Additionally, our goal is to facilitate dialogue and resource sharing among
women of African descent globally.
In the narrow coverage of the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Forum
which seems to have reached the US, little
seems to have been written about what
went on in the tents, meeting rooms, and
auditoria of Huairou. Everyone seems to
know about the rain, collapsed tents, demonstrations, and encounters with security
police. Even word of cancelled sessions .
and poor communications made its way
back across the Pacific. However, what I
am telling all who will listen is my stories of
those 30,000 women whom I encountered.
Consistent with NEBWIOT!'s goal of
raising our voices in the international arena,
several of us planned and led workshops
and presentations in Beijing. I conducted
a writing workshop on Black women's writing and a song-sharing session during the
forum. In the pouring rain, fifty-some
women huddled together in the center of a
small open-sided tent to talk about, read,
and recite their writings. Mostly from the
US, but also from Tanzania, New Guinea,
Sierra Leone, Suriname; from high school
age to grandmother; mostly Black but also
white American and European and Chinese.
We talked about the place of writing in our
lives, our use of writing in our work, and
why we continue to write. We shared writing strategies for making time, finding/establishing writing groups, publishing and
distributing what we write. And the women
read, recited, distributed their work, and
exchanged addresses. How else would I
have ever known about the work of Black
women writers from New Guinea and Australia? One of our shared conclusions was
that we need to document our lives and
struggles. Claiming our own authority and
power, we need to tell our own stories.
Page 4

What happened in that tent on a rainy
Saturday morning was reduplicated hundreds of times over during the course of
the Forum. In the organized sessions, we
had an opportunity to meet, hear and learn
from women engaged in the work of advancing women from around the world. I

Race is a crucial factor
in discrimination
against women and in
their continuing
oppression.
am in awe of the organizing skills, the vitality and creativity of women from the
"South," the "less developed" or "developing" countries, the "Third World." The
projects described by women from South
Africa, Tanzania, Sierra Leone, and Suriname--as well as those by Black women
from Holland, Great Britain and Germany
and indigenous women from around the
world--were as varied as the women who
described them. What they all had in common was the spirit in which the projects
had been conceived and in which they are
being carried on. "We are the ones we have
been waiting for," writes the poet/activist
June Jordan. The women of the world are
not waiting for someone else to give them
permission or authorization (or money) to
act.

US Women of Color Homeless at Forum
Prior to Beijing, various organizations
and groupings of US women of color applied to the NGO offices for a "special interest" meeting space at the Forum site.
Space was allocated to regional groups and
to special interests groups, such as women
with disabilities, youth, older women, and
lesbians. However, it was decreed that in
the international context, women of color
do not constitute a special interest.
That official view was constantly under
challenge in the realities of the NGO Forum. Women of color from around the
"North" (i.e. the regional grouping ofNorth
America and Europe) were homeless. The
only time I saw women of color in the regional tent for Europe and North America
RESIST Newsletter

was the night that the African American
Caucus met there. In the sessions led by
Black women from Europe, they too spoke
of the difficulty they had meeting during
the Forum. We could go to the regional
tents of our sisters from Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America, but since we had
no space allocated to us, they could not
find us.
Despite this complication, the African
American Caucus initiated a gathering of
women of African descent which successfully met our desire to acknowledge publicly the power of our shared presence and
experience. Our group also participated in
a second major effort of the Forum: to impact the 1995 Platform for Action of the 4th
World Conference On Women (4WCW).
We participated in the four meetings of the
African American Caucus, which together
with caucuses of Latina, Asian American,
and Native American women met with the
US Delegation of 4WCW to voice our concerns about the document and US positions on the document.
The primary political issue raised by the
Women of Color Caucus in our presentation to the delegation concerned the inclusion of race as a factor in all deliberations
around women's issues. As women of color
in the "North" we were particularly situated to see and understand the ways in
which race impacts and complicates the
lives of women of color at home and abroad.
In areas of education, economic development, and health--the ongoing areas of
concern of both the Forum and the Conference--race is a crucial factor in discrimination against women and in their continuing oppression. The decision by the African American Caucus to prepare and circulate a Declaration for work "After
Beijing" is testimony to the significance
we found in Forum 95 as we "Look[ed] at
the World Through Women's Eyes," the
slogan for the Forum. In the coming months,
we will be circulating this Declaration in
our home communities and groups.
Women's rights are human rights within
our racial/ethnic communities, too.

Fahamisha Patricia Brown is a community-based cultural worker, an academic, and a media worker.
November 1995

Mead
continuedfrom page one

grams, my ideas are dismissed on the
grounds that I am advocating a narrow
special interest. The [unspoken] assumption is that what is good for women is not
necessarily good for humans.
The response of people such as the program officers is virtually impossible to overcome, because they are arguing that even
if women do need something different from
men, it is bad for society to respond to that
need because women's needs are at the
margin of society and not in the best interests of the "larger" society. The concept
that women's rights are human rights is the
perfect response to these program officers
and the perfect response to anyone who
argues that women's rights are a special
in~erest that society can afford to ignore.
Competing Rights vs. Common Links
I also find that when I advocate for the
rights of women I must struggle with the
response that women are in competition
with other rights-advocating groups as
though there is a limited amount of rights
to be distributed. Women's rights are
viewed as automatically coming at the expense of other groups, particularly people
of color. I acknowledge that the women's
movement in the United States has to take
some responsibility for that charge. At
times we have advocated our position over
against or ignorant of other rights groups.
But here I want to focus on the patriarchy
and the way it sets up rights groups to
compete with one another. The concept
that women's rights are human rights gets
us out of this trap as well. The statement
reorients the issue and says that the rights
of women are consistent with and not in
opposition to the rights of all people.
By turning the statement around (and I
learned in seventh grade math class that if
A=B then the reverse is always true as well
that B=A), it says that human rights are
women's rights. This is a different and in
some ways even more powerful point than
the first. It says that what is good for
women is good for all people. In this way
women are again located at the center of all
humanity. The second justification, then,
for advocating the rights of women is that
doing well by women is good for everybody. There is one obvious exception to
this. Men with privilege who work to oppress women are not benefited by women's
rights. But, once we accept that women's
Vol. 4, #9

rights are human rights, then it follows that
oppressing women is bad for everyone.
The beauty of the logic is remarkable. The
phrase is simple yet incredibly powerful.
As activists we must do two things to
breathe life into this idea. First, we must
get behind the idea and argue it in every
area of our work. Second, we must hold
women responsible for acting in ways that
indeed benefit all humans. Women of privilege can, of course, sell out their less privileged sisters. If we are going to insist that
women's rights are human rights, we must
act that way.
One of the aspects of the NGO Forum
that was most exciting for me was observing women working to put the idea into

Women gather in the Caribbean Tent at the
Photo by Eileen de Los Reyes

practice -- working to behave in ways that
benefit"all women and that overturn structures of privilege. Here are some ways I
saw that behavior at the NGO Forum:
In virtually every aspect of the Forum
there was discussion about the ways in
which the conditions of women around the
world are not the same. Women are not a
homogeneous group. Our life circumstances are different in important ways that
must be recognized and acknowledged and
then overcome. In the workshops I attended
I heard women acknowledge differences
stemming from: race, access to dominant
languages, access to political power, protection from violence, access to economic
resources, and access to education. Women
with more privilege were challenged to work
to reduce these gaps.

RESIST Newsletter

Links Across Power and Privilege
Given those real differences as a context, wpmen were then urged to recognize
that the issues for women who live in more
privileged circumstances are often simply
the other side of the coin from issues for
women with less power and privilege. The
globalization of the economy, for example,
has resulted in the loss of decent jobs in
countries in the "North" and the reemergence of those jobs in countries in the
"South" as low paying jobs without benefits. Pesticides that have been banned in
the United States have been dumped in
countries in Latin America, Africa, and
Asia, seriously endangering the lives of
agricultural workers in those countries.
However, the crops they
produce are often exported to the United
States and consumed by
women and men here.
In some cases the
links are not as automatic, but still comparisons can be and were
drawn at the Forum. The
debt crisis of countries in
the South has enabled
the World Bank to insist
on structural adjustment
policies -- steps countries take to get their
NGO Forum.
economies "under control" so they can repay
the debt. Getting the
economies under control usually means
elimination of or massive reduction in social programs such as health care and education. Women shoulder the brunt of the
impact of these "adjustments." This is an
issue that does not immediately affect
women in wealthier nations like the United
States, Western Europe, Japan, Australia,
New Zealand and Canada. However, the
assault on women on welfare in the United
States today can be seen as coming out of
the same spirit of balancing budgets on
the backs of poor women. Speaker after
speaker in workshops on the economy
urged us to do this analysis and make these
connections. We must see our fates as inextricable because they are.

Molly Mead is a professor of Social
Policy at Tufts University.
Page 5

Wechsler
continuedfrom page two

tated to agree or disagree with a decision
we had made. You are a great group and I
am glad you are all out there doing what
you are doing.
And finally I would like to thank the
board for having given me the chance to
work for Resist all these years. You have
all been incredibly supportive ofmy adopting a child and becoming a mother. I appreciate your flexibility, not only with me, but
with all the staff. I believe you have always
tried to do the best for Resist.
I would like to take a moment to mention individual board members with whom
I have worked most directly. First to Louis
Kampf, for always being there and for his
wonderful sense of humor, for his knowledge of Middle Eastern issues, and for his
Austrian/Washington Heights (NY) accent.
To Cheryl Smith, who was there to help
oversee and make financial decisions, and
was always a good person to call in moments of frenzy. To Pam Chamberlain, for
her steady work on the board, her broad
range of knowledge, her humor and fairness and steadfastness, and her contributions in the area of evaluating anything
and everything to do with education and
youth-- and any outreach tool. To Tess
Ewing, for bringing extensive knowledge
oflabor activism, Central and Latin American activism, and for always asking us if
we were being sectarians. To Frank
Brodhead, for knowing what it means to be

on the board as a former staff person, for
his knowledge of what was happening in
Philadelphia, and for his sense of humor
and good nature. To Kate Cloud, for making us see the importance of issues that
perhaps were not number one on some of
our own personal agendas. To Grace Paley,
for being herself, being so approachable,
always willing to give of her time and energy for references, and for her interesting
discussions with me on cross-racial adoptions. To Ken Hale, a man who seems to
know everything we needed to know about
Native American groups, culture, language, organizing, (if he did not know it,
he knew who to call, or he called them himself) and for being one of the many men at
Resist with feminist politics and a feminist
manner. To Wayne O'Neil for his thoughtfulness and his knowledge of Asian and
Asian-American organizing. To Renae
Scott, for her time, energy, good questions,
and knowledge. To Fran White for her
thoughtful comments, for her writing, and
for helping, years ago, to organize a very
successful event in Western Massachusetts. To Henry Rosemont (Hank, to us)
who was always able to come up with references for the Washington, D.C., area.
And I could not possibly end here without
thanking Paul Lauter and George Vickers,
of New York City and Washington, D.C.,
respectively. We had a rough beginning,
but we all grew from it. I have learned a lot
from Paul and George and appreciate their

long term commitment to Resist and its politics.
To all the gay and lesbian people on the
board, it has been a pleasure to work in an
environment which takes gay and lesbian
life so seriously and knowledgeably. To the
whole board, I appreciate how seriously
you take the goals of the left wing part of
the gay/lesbian liberation movement. I
think Resist really paved the way in this
area among foundations.
I could not leave the staff without thanking all the people at Red Sun Press, who
over the years helped me through many
decisions and always came up with answers. Boston is lucky to have such a high
quality movement press. I will miss talking
to them almost daily!
I know that what I have been doing over
the last nine and one-half years has been
valuable--to the movement, to Resist, and
to myself. I know I leave my staff position
with the organization in good shape and in
good hands. I wish the new staff all my
best. I hope you will extend to our new
staff, Robin Carton and Carol Schachet, the
same good will that you have extended to
me over the years.

Nancy Wechsler was a Resist Staffer from
1986 to 1995. She is also a writer and
photographer. She is a red diaper baby,
and is raising, along with her partner,
another red diaper baby.
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GRANTS
continuedfrom page eight

educate the community on immigrant
rights and Border Patrol abuse.

Concerned Citizens of Tillery
PO Box 61

Tillery, NC 27887
Concerned Citizens of Tillery, established in 1978, is currently seeking to organize and educate African American
citizens and other rural community residents of eastern North Carolina to regulate the corporate hog industry. CCT is
working with 10 statewide social change
organizations to challenge the political
leverage of the corporate hog industry in
North Carolina. The proliferation of intensive hog operations in rural and eastern
North Carolina counties (where large percentages of African-American residents
reside) brings grave public health dangers to those persons who live near or
downstream to these operations, many of
whom drink water from wells located near
hog "waste lagoons."
It is noteworthy that Tillery was the
site of the state's largest New Deal Resettlement Farms, and only one of eight
African American Resettlement farms in
the US.
Resist's $1,000 grant will support
CCT' s efforts to oppose the proliferation
of the hog industry in North Carolina.

National Network of Abortion Funds
PO Box 732
Hadley, MA 01035
National Network of Abortion Funds
(NNAF) works to strengthen the political
voice for expanding access to abortion,
restoring Medicaid funding for abortion
and insuring that abortion services will
be part of any national health care plan.
The Network formed in 1993 as a grassroots project spearheaded by the Abortion Rights Fund of Western Massachusetts and the Greater Philadelphia
Women's Medical Fund and represents
23 abortion rights funds.
By telling the "stories" of difficulties
faced by low-income women and girls
attempting to access abortion services,
NNAF seeks to raise the consciousness
Vol. 4, #9

of middle class pro-choice advocates and
show the class bias of discriminatory
laws. NNAF has collected these "stories"
into a booklet entitled: "Legal, but Out of
Reach." Each story illustrates a different
problem in accessing a safe, legal abortion. Resist' s grant of $1000 will fund the
printing and distribution cost of7,000
copies of the booklet.

Committee Opposed to Militarism
and the Draft
PO Box 15195
San Diego, CA 92175
As the Pentagon seeks to extend
greater influence over the values developed by young people, through such
programs as JROTC and increased recruiting efforts, the Committee to Oppose Militarism and the Draft has expanded its youth outreach. COMD has
begun leafletting at high schools, developed a brochure on high school students' rights, and produced a map of military installations in San Diego.
Known until 1984 as San Diego
CARD, the COMD changed its name to
reflect the broader analysis and range of
issues it currently addresses. COMD
seeks to challenge the institution of the
military, its influence on society, its economic impact, its role at home, and the
racism, sexism, and homophobia inherent
in the armed forces and Selective Service
System. In addition to direct action and
high school outreach, COMD publishes
and distributes Draft NOtices, one of the
few remaining newsletters which focuses
primarily on grassroots counter-militarism
work. COMD received a $1,000 Resist
grant to expand their newsletter circulation and attract new supporters to the
anti-militarism cause.

Editor's Note:
Because you asked.... "Freedom on
My Mind," reviewed in the last issue of the Newsletter, is available
from Clarity Film Productions. Prices
vary for video or film, to buy or rent.
Call 1-800-343-5540 for details.
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Progressive Student Leadership
Exchange
c/oGLCAC
310 East 38th Street, #204
Minneapolis, MN 55409
The Progressive Student Leadership
Exchange (PSLx) seeks to build on the
tactics of student mobilization developed
during the 1960s Civil Rights' struggles.
Specifically, PSLx actively cultivates leadership skills among progressive gay and
lesbian youth and students of color to
confront ballot initiatives of the Radical
Right. PSLx focuses on ballot initiatives
because of the severity of the threat they
pose to human rights and because of the
opportunity they provide to train future
activists.
PSLx has trained students fighting
anti-gay and lesbian initiatives in Idaho
and Oregon (1994) and Maine (1995). In
1996, PSLx will expand training to students battling racist and anti-immigrant
ballot initiatives, such as proposed copies of Proposition 187 in Florida and
Texas. PSLx seeks to maximize activist
potential by sending volunteers and developing organizing skills in future leaders. A Resist grant of $1,000 went to
PSLx for general support.

~~~!;~r~~SCHOL~
-an independent voice on modern and
contemporary Asia, for more than
twenty years exposing injustices and
exploring social change

-a 72-page, illustrated, readable quarterly
that welcomes unsolicited articles, reviews, interviews, translations, and photo
essays; refereed by specialists; international in editors, authors, and readers

INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
One year for $18
Subscriptions: S22.00
Free index and guide to back issues;
guidelines for BCAS authors
BCAS, 3239 9th Street, Boulder, CO 80304-2112
U.S.A. Telephone: (303) 449-7439
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GRANTS
In each issue of the Newsletter we high- ·
light a few recent RESIST grants to
groups around the United States. This
month, we feature grants awarded at our
June and September Board meetings.
For more details, please write to the organizations themselves at the addresses
included.
Friends of Nitassinan
POBox804
Burlington, VT 05402
The Friends ofNitassinan (FON) is a
support group for the Innu people's
struggle to protect their land, Nitassinan.
The Friends of Nitassinan work to create
a popular awareness of the Innu's
· struggle to stop Hydro-Quebec's assaults on aboriginal lands and organize a
grassroots movement to cancel the Vermont and NEPOOL contracts with HydroQuebec.
In addition to organizing demonstrations, such as the June 1994 blockade/
Peace Encampment to protest a dam
project proposed by Hydro-Quebec, FON
sponsored several speaking tours and
publishes a newsletter. With Resist's
$1000 grant, they will be able to purchase
office equipment to enable them to publish the newsletter, including software, a
color-graphic laser printer and a fax machine.

Institute for the Study of the Religious Right
PO Box 26656
Los Angeles, CA 90026
The Institute for the Study of the Religious Right (ISRR), established in 1993,
conducts activist-oriented research and
provides information about the Religious
Right to grassroots organizations, civil
rights activists, and the media. ISRR responds to frequent requests for information about the Religious Right from
groups all over the country. The information compiled and formulated by ISRR
provides the progressive community with
necessary information to protect their
constituencies' civil rights.
ISRR has been active in a wide range
of issues including reproductive freedom,
freedom of artistic expression, AIDS prevention education, and multiculturalism.
The $1000 grant from Resist was used to
provide salaries for staff making educational presentations before activist
groups in southern California.
The Alternative Reading Room
40 Wall Street
Asheville, NC 28802
The Alternative Reading Room
(TARR) serves as the sole alternative
press and InterNet access for the

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
•
:•
Join the RESIST Pledge Program
•••
• We'd like you to consider becoming a
[] Yes/ I would like to become a
• RESIST Pledge. Pledges account for
RESIST Pledge. I'd like to pledge
••
,over 25% of our income.
$_ _ __.
(circle one)
••
By becoming a pledge, you help
Monthly Bimontly Quarterly
•
guarantee RESIST a fixed and
2/year Yearly
dependable source of income on
which we can build our grant-making
program. In return, we will send you a
monthly pledge letter and reminder
along with your newsletter. We will
keep you up-to-date on the groups we
have funded and the other work being
done at RESIST.
So take the plunge and become a
RESIST Pledge! We count on you, and
the groups we fund count on us.

[] Enclosed is my pledge
contribution of$_ __
[] I cannot join the pledge program
now, but here's a contribution of
$___ to support your work.
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City/State/Zip _ _ _ _ _ __

Asheville, NC, region. Founded in 1990,
TARR is an unconventional, cooperatively managed library and meeting space
which houses the Southeast's foremost
collection of alternative press periodicals.
In addition to its library resources, TARR
provides an on-line computer, seven
days a week for research, information
exchange and electronic mail. The Room
makes progressive information and
InterNet programs available to people
who otherwise would be left with only
mainstream information systems. In addition to offering resources--on line and in
writing--TARR holds community meetings and political discussions including
hosting public readings from censored
books, and speakers' forums.
Resist' s $600 grant enabled the Alternative Reading Room to join the Institute
for Global Communications computer network and make available such resources
as PeaceNet, Women's Net, LaborNet,
EcoNet and many other IGC programs.
Coalicion de Derechos Humanos/
Arizona Border Rights Project
631 South Sixth Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85701
Coalicion de Derechos Humanos/Arizona Border Rights Project consists of
individuals, human rights organizations,
and Native American tribes concerned
with the growing anti-immigrant sentiments in this country. Founded in 1988 to
monitor abuses and address border community issues in Southern Arizona, CDH/
ABRP has conducted "Know Your
Rights" seminars for 300 area immigrants
to increase their capacity to avoid abuse
by immigration law enforcement officials.
They have also organized immigrants to
respond to Arizona Save Our State
(SOS), an anti-immigrant measure, and
other attacks on immigrants.
·
In the past year the need to provide
outreach and community education on
the importance of human/civil rights violations and anti-immigration hysteria has
increased. Resist' s grant of $1000 will
serve as seed money to establish a
monthly newsletter and to develop informational packets, posters, and flyers to

Resist• One Summer Street• Somerville, MA 02143 • (617)623-5110

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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